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or help identifying himself with his administration.
At first he seemed to be omnipotent, but his enormous
expenditures which entailed a heavy deficit in the
budget, the commercial quarrel with France, and his
own uncontrollable temper, caused his overthrow on
January 31, 1891. His fall illustrates how little the
support of a minister in Italy is due to the policy
he pursues, for at the general elections in November,
1890, the course of the government seemed to be al-
most universally approved. The Extreme Left, or Rad-
icals, alone conducted an active campaign against the
cabinet, whose supporters carried about four hundred
out of the five hundred and eight seats in the Cham-
ber. Yet in less than three months Crispi lost his
majority, and after his defeat only a few deputies re-
mained faithful to him.

Crispi  was  succeeded by  a  coalition   between  the
opposition of the Right and Left, whose lead- The minig_
ing representatives in the cabinet were the R^iniand
Marchese de Rudini and Nicotera,1 but this Giolitti-
ministry lived only a little more than a year, and was
followed in May, 1892, by a cabinet containing none of
the distinguished party leaders.    It is, indeed, a notice-
able fact that Italian politics at the present day do not
seem to produce statesmen of the calibre of those who
developed during the struggle for national existence.

The new cabinet was opposed by a coalition of the
Right and the Extreme Left, and was supported by the

1 Cf. "The Italian Ministry," Westminster Rev., Sept., 1891 ; Giaco-
metti, " Cinq Mois de Politique Italienne," Revue des Deux Mondes, Sept
15,1891.